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IntroductionIntroduction
•• More used oil is recovered from Filter recycling More used oil is recovered from Filter recycling 

than it is perceivedthan it is perceived

Typical Yearly Used Oil Recovered by a Filter Recycling 
Facility in LA vs. Average Volume Collected by a Certified 

Collection Center 

9,567

665,030

CCC's Average Filter Recycling Facility



Used Oil FilterUsed Oil Filter

Content of A Typical Light Duty Used Oil 
Filter After 12 Hours Hot Drain

51.0%
39.6%

7.6% 1.8%

Steel Oil Paper Rubber



Used Oil Filter Profile Used Oil Filter Profile 
NationwideNationwide

•• About 420 million oil filters are manufactured About 420 million oil filters are manufactured 
and sold in the USA each yearand sold in the USA each year..

•• Less than 25% of all the oil filters sold are Less than 25% of all the oil filters sold are 
properly recycledproperly recycled..



Used Oil Filter ProfileUsed Oil Filter Profile

CaliforniaCalifornia

•• More than 20 million oil filters are purchased More than 20 million oil filters are purchased 
by doby do--itit--yourselfers (DIYs) in California yourselfers (DIYs) in California 
annually.annually.

•• 90 percent of the used oil filters generated 90 percent of the used oil filters generated 
by DIYs are not recycled.by DIYs are not recycled.



Unaccounted used oilUnaccounted used oil

•• Based on these information, it is estimated Based on these information, it is estimated 
that unthat un--recycled used oil filters result in recycled used oil filters result in 
potentially improper disposal of potentially improper disposal of 
approximately 1.2 million gallons of used approximately 1.2 million gallons of used 
oil  per year in California.oil  per year in California.



Typical Recycling Process Typical Recycling Process 

•• Filters Filters 
Received Received 
at a filter at a filter 
recycling recycling 
facilityfacility



Recycling Process ……Recycling Process ……

•• Feed Into Feed Into 
ShredderShredder



Recycling Process ……Recycling Process ……

•• ShreddingShredding



Recycling Process ……Recycling Process ……

•• Out feed Out feed 
Belt to  Belt to  
separatorseparator



Recycling Process ……Recycling Process ……

•• Magnetic Magnetic 
SeparationSeparation



Recycling Process ……Recycling Process ……

•• Separated Separated 
Steel Steel 



Recycling Process ……Recycling Process ……

•• Transfer to Transfer to 
Steel Mill Steel Mill 
Facility For Facility For 
Meltdown Meltdown 
and Reand Re--bar bar 
ProductionProduction



Recycling Process ……Recycling Process ……

•• Filter Media Filter Media 
press drainpress drain



Recycling Process ……Recycling Process ……

•• Separated Separated 
paper is paper is 
collected for collected for 
disposaldisposal



Recycling Process ……Recycling Process ……

•• Used Oil is drained and Used Oil is drained and 
collected in every step collected in every step 
of the Process.of the Process.



Collection Center Employees - Filter Recycling Crew



City’s ProgramCity’s Program

•• 3030 Kragen Auto Part  Kragen Auto Part  
Stores accept used Oil Stores accept used Oil 
filters from DIYs.  filters from DIYs.  



Filter ExchangeFilter Exchange

•• Promote Filter Recycling among the DIYsPromote Filter Recycling among the DIYs

•• Introduce and Promote Certified Centers in their Introduce and Promote Certified Centers in their 
service area as one stop location for service area as one stop location for Use Oil &Use Oil &
FilterFilter Recycling Recycling 

•• Support and Encourage Collection Centers’ in Support and Encourage Collection Centers’ in 
their recycling services  their recycling services  



Filter Exchange…..Filter Exchange…..

•• Weekend Promotional Events at Selected Weekend Promotional Events at Selected 
Kragen Auto Part StoresKragen Auto Part Stores

•• DIYs who bring their used oil filter along DIYs who bring their used oil filter along 
with their used oil, receive a new filter in with their used oil, receive a new filter in 
exchange as a promotional item  exchange as a promotional item  



Advertisement  Advertisement  
Two weeksTwo weeks advance flyer distribution at:advance flyer distribution at:

•• Auto Part Store (event site); Auto Part Store (event site); 
•• NearNear--by Apartment Complexes;by Apartment Complexes;
•• Churches, schools, and popular  Churches, schools, and popular  

businesses, and ;businesses, and ;
•• InternetInternet



Flyers…..Flyers…..







Filter Exchange Works…Filter Exchange Works…

Prior to exchange campaignPrior to exchange campaign
•• 4,500 filters collected in 20024,500 filters collected in 2002

Following the exchange campaignFollowing the exchange campaign
•• 12,000 filters collected in 2003, an increase of 12,000 filters collected in 2003, an increase of 

267%267%

•• A A 10% to 70%10% to 70% increase in used oil collection increase in used oil collection 
at participating storesat participating stores



Survey of DIYs Survey of DIYs 

•• 100% of 100% of 
participating participating 
DIY’s were not DIY’s were not 
aware of  existing aware of  existing 
potentials for potentials for 
filter recycling filter recycling 



Filter Recycling Filter Recycling 



Special recognitionSpecial recognition

•• This project is being implemented with the This project is being implemented with the 
cooperation and partnership of Kragen cooperation and partnership of Kragen 
Auto Part, inc.  Without their assistance, Auto Part, inc.  Without their assistance, 
this would not be possible. The City of Los this would not be possible. The City of Los 
Angeles appreciates their interest in the Angeles appreciates their interest in the 
program and hopes other auto part program and hopes other auto part 
certified centers follow certified centers follow Kragen’sKragen’s lead.lead.



Hamid TadayonHamid Tadayon
City of Los AngelesCity of Los Angeles

(213)473(213)473--81638163
htadayon@san.lacity.orghtadayon@san.lacity.org
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